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Syda Productions/Shutterstock So you've ditched the cable company, but now you're stuck with a dozen streaming services and their rising prices. Fortunately, you can watch TV online for free. It just takes a little effort and a little patience. Streaming services get pricey If you hate paying for TV, you've probably calculated the annual cost of services like Netflix or Hulu. As it turns out, a subscription to Netflix
and Hulu will cost you more than $200 a year, and additional services will only bring that number higher. When you look at the current cost of streaming services, the annual price increase on Netflix and Amazon Prime, and the addition of new services like Disney+, the future looks bleak - or at least expensive. We tend to think of these services as an escape from cable, but they are starting to look like
cable companies. Is there an escape from streaming services? Fortunately, you don't have to pay for Netflix or Hulu to get your online TV fix. There are plenty of ways to watch TV online for free, and some of them will make you wonder why someone pays $12.99 a month for a streaming service subscription. Borrow Someone's login When it comes to account sharing, streaming services are pretty lax. In
fact, most streaming services encourage account sharing, at least within a family, with separate user profiles and price plans for multiple users. You ask a friend for their login information, add a profile to their account, and go to town. You can also borrow a friend or a family member's cable login information to stream content directly from websites tv networks, such as FOX or HBO. Some cable services, like
DirecTV, even have their own streaming portals. It's crazy how a single username and password can give you so much free content. Piggybacking on a friend or a family member's streaming or cable subscription can save you a lot of money, but in the end someone is still paying that bill. If you're trying to ditch streaming services and ghost cable altogether, then you have to find another way into the world of
free TV. This may violate the terms of service of some streaming services, but others encourage you to share with family members. The best free streaming sites: Pluto TV and Crackle If you don't want (or can't) borrow someone's login information, then you'll have to find free TV in the wild. Fortunately, there are plenty of streaming websites that offer free content, and most of them have a handful of GradeA shows and movies. The most popular free streaming sites are Pluto TV, which offers over a hundred live channels showing movies and TV shows, and Sony's Crackle, which provides a wide range of TV shows and movies for on-demand streaming. Pluto and Crackle have commercials, of course- but so does cable TV, and you pay for it! You can watch these in your web browser, in a smartphone or
tablet app, or even on your TV with a Roku or similar device. these sites do not do it for you, so please check tubi, tubi, Share TV and Yidio. You can also use services like YouTube to fuel your entertainment obsession, but you're having a lot of trouble finding full episodes of TV shows. You can find a host of other free streaming platforms on Google, but you should avoid streaming from any website that
looks questionable. These websites are usually operated illegally and they are not always safe to use. View a TV network's website If you're trying to watch a program from a specific network, check their site. It sounds silly, but most sites will allow you to stream some (or all) episodes of a series for free. Lifetime, for example, allowed people to stream R Kelly docuseries for free for a short time, and networks
like Adult Swim routinely stream live TV for free. Need a list of networks that offer free content? Check out FOX, BET, CBS, AMC, ABC, The CW, Cartoon Network, and NBC. You can also stream free shows from public TV networks, like PBS or BBC (but you'll need a VPN to watch shows from the BBC because the service is exclusive to Europe). Dust off your library map, however strange it may sound,
you can stream tv shows and movies from your local library. All you need is a library card and a website like OverDrive or Hoopla. Your public library is guaranteed to have a wide range of shows and movies, enough that you can forget about streaming services altogether. And you can forget about that Disney+ subscription for a while because most libraries carry a decent selection of Disney movies (well,
the classic Disney movie). If you are trying to save money, these websites are a lifesaver. You can use them to borrow digital copies of books, comics, music, and audiobooks from your public library. And don't worry, you may not even need to drive to a physical library to apply for a library card. Just Google the name of your local library card along with the word apply. Your local library also offers other free
digital content from e-books and audiobooks to online newspapers. And if you're willing to go to the library in person, you can find a good selection of Blu-Rays, DVDs and CDs you can borrow for free. RELATED: Not just Books: All the free digital stuff Your local library can offer Take advantage of free trials free streaming sites don't always have the shows that you want. Fortunately, services like Netflix and
Hulu usually offer a month-long free trial. These trials are useful when you know exactly what you want to see, but you should think of them as a last resort. Free trial can only be used once (sort of) and you may end up with a bill at the end of the month if you forget to cancel your account. That said, you can sometimes rig the free trial system to work forever. Most streaming services identify you through
your email address and card information. By signing up for a free trial using maps and email addresses, you can constantly hang on to a free trial. Unfortunately, this method is not just a test of your moral strength; it is also a a Half-finished. Streaming services can verify your identity by checking your IP address or your credit card's mailing address, and they will (rightly) deny you a free trial if they smell
something musty. Oleksii Sidorov/Shutterstock The broad world of sport has mostly been postponed until 2020 thanks to coronavirus. As we all try to flatten the curve with social distancing, some of the most popular American sports leagues are streaming both new and old games for free. The NFL National Football League season won't start for a while, but there are already concerns about whether it will
start on time. To comfort fans in isolation, the NFL is giving free access to its NFL Game Pass streaming service until May 31, 2020. Go to the NFL Game Pass website and sign up without a credit card. You can then stream ad-free games for each season that go back to the launch of the web service in 2008. The NFL Draft will still continue as scheduled April 23-25, although the event will not be attended
by draftees or their families. NBA One of the first major U.S. sports to cancel its season was the National Basketball Association. Games are usually broadcast live on ABC, ESPN, TNT and NBA TV. But without live game airing, the NBA League Pass streaming service provides free previews for all fans. This is not a free trial of the service, though; it provides free access to some (but not all) of the content.
Check out the NBA League Pass website to watch with or without an account. You can also access this free content through Android or iPhone/iPad apps. Catch up on some of the best games from the beginning of this season or seasons earlier, from Bill Russell to Kobe Bryant. The NBA YouTube channel also has an ever-expanding library of new and old content. MLB The American Pastime is also
postponed for now, and like the NBA, it's providing fans with a free preview of content from Major League Baseball's streaming service. There are ads, but you don't need an account to see the examples. To get started, head over to MLB.tv website and just start watching. There is also an MLB Vault on YouTube with a large selection of classic games and video clips. For those who missed Opening Day
2020 (because it never happened), you can see a 10-minute recap of the opening of the baseball season as simulated in MLB The Show 20, brought to you by the league itself. NHL Hockey was put on hold just before the Stanley Cup Playoffs, which were set to begin in early April. The National Hockey League recently announced it would increase coverage and content across social media despite the
delays. In addition, the league has created a new website offering free access through April 30, 2020, to content like classic games, documentaries, press conferences, and more. You can go to the NHL Pause Binge website and start watching right away. You can also capture the action on the NHL's Android or iPhone/iPad Unlike the NBA, the NHL has decided to postpone its draft and combine as well as
its season. MLS With a season that started as recently as last month, professional football in America has been postponed. Major League Soccer announced that matches are suspended through May 9, 2020. The league does not provide any special access for fans. Fortunately, though, MLS already provides condensed versions of all games via its Android and iPhone/iPad apps. Pluto TV also has a free
MLS channel if you need more to fill the time until the season begins again. PGA (and more via NBC Sports) Professional golf is a relatively isolated sport to begin with, so the PGA Tour has only been delayed until April 9. But between now and May 17, 2020, its PGA Tour Live streaming service will be free. You can binge the massive archive and stream new documentaries. Just go to his page on NBC
Sports and click Watch Now. You can also find similar on-site access for other sports, including everything from cycling and IndyCar, to rugby and snowboarding. Click on the icons at the top of the website to get free access to any of these sports, or click on the arrows on each page to scroll through the list. You can also access content through the NBC Sports app on Android or iPhone/Pad. Racing Most
racing leagues, like Formula 1, NASCAR, and IndyCar, are also postponing events. Most of these delays will only last a matter of weeks. While there have been no real events yet, most of the community is going digital for upcoming races. Formula One has postponed or cancelled races until June. Each of these will be replaced by a new series of events. At the end of March, F1 announced the Esports
Virtual Grand Prix, where F1 drivers will compete in F1 2019 for PC. Remember these are pro drivers, not pro gamers. You can watch the F1 Esports Virtual Grand Prix on F1 YouTube or Twitch channels. From March 28 to May 2, IndyCar has partnered with iRacing, one of the most popular racing simulation games, for virtual race events that are completely simulated. You can catch these live on
Saturdays at 4pm ET on the IndyCar website. Streamable videos are also posted after the event. No champion will be crowned, but the winner will make a special donation to partner charities. The next NASCAR race is not until May 9, 2020, but this league will also be partnering with iRacing for virtual events. The races will be completely automated, but they will also feature both current and former drivers,
including the legendary Dale Earnhardt. You can watch these races on-demand on the Fox Sports NASCAR website. Don't forget OTA TV Most households don't use TV antennas anymore. However, over-the-air (OTA) TV is still very much a thing and you can get free access to HDTV channels with a digital antenna. So when a local network reruns past events or starts airing live games again, you can
catch them in HD. RELATED: How to get HD TV channels for free (without paying for cable) You can also watch a lot of sports on Hulu + Live TV, fuboTV, or YouTubeTV. All of these offer free trials, check them out! Out!
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